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The Publiſher to the Reader. 


* would be preſumption in me to pre- 

tend to give a full & authentic Account 
of this Ancient and beautiful Town ; my 
intention being only to give ſuch a De- 
ſcription as will enable the Reader to 
form an Idea of its once, {I may fay 
moſt) flouriſhing Abbey in the Kingdom. 
A Publication of this kind, was once in- 
tended before, but an objection ſtarted, 
which prevented my publiſhing it at that 
Time. I have now, (with the kind 
a fiftance of an able hand) compleated 
my former intention, from authentic Au- 
thors and Manuſcripts ; flattering myſelf 
that what Errors may be found in it, by 
thoſe who are more able to judge than 


myſelf, will be excuſed by the candid 
| Reader. 


J am with the greateſt Reſped, 


your humble Servant, 


The Publiſher. 
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The following 1s a Deſcription of the Town 


and Monaſtery when it was in it's greateſt 
Proſperity, in Verſe, ſet up in a curious 
Window 1n the Cellerer's Office, that was 
in the Monaſtery. It was intitled Iconotypi- 


con Burienſe, and 1s among Sir Henry Spel- 
man's MSS. and thus begins : 


Eft locus Icenas inter celeberrimus Urbes 
Frugiferis Campis & amzno in Sidere lectus. 
Quo fuit Eamundo ſtructurà, opibuſque ſuperbum, 
Cænobium antiquum Divi de Nomine dictum 
Illic congeries multorum ſplendida Regum 
Multarum ætatum manibus fabricata Magiſtris 
Quadrato ex lapide, & ſublimibus alta columnis 
Marmore conſpicuis, laqueato in virtice texta 
Sidereos referens mortali in imagine vultus 


Mænia quid Memorem primis eductam quid arces 


Efferrem Bifores, penetralia multa viciſſim 
In Cælum junctis iterantia culmina tectis 
Dixeris eximiam ſpaciis brevioribus Urbem. 


4 


In Engliſb thus: 


There is a Place among ib Icenean Towns 
With fruitful Fields, and werdant pleaſant Downs ; 
St. Edmund's Monaſiry lands in the jame, 
And from that Saint the Town doth take its. 
In it the Royal Bounty much appears, 22 N 
Set off with th* Art of beſt Artificers n: 
In poliſh'd Stone, and marble Pillars ſorwn, © 56 
And Roof, like flarry Sky, as all muſt d πlra;ññ 
Pinnacl d Tow'rs, and Walls with folding Gan, 
Many large Rooms, Contrivance delicate : 
Such lefty T ops as ſeem to touch the Skies, 
You'd jay, it doth a jmall City comprixe. THE 
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Of the ancient State of the Town. 


Bud URY SAINT EDMUND's, 


EF the Montpelier of England, cal- 
B > led by the Britains, Villa Fauſ- 
frog} tint, which fignify Fauſtinus's 


Seat, but - that Fauſtinus 
was, is unknown, and therefore ſome inter- 


pret them, The Seat of Proſperity, and fo 
it ſeems that the Saxons underſtood them, 
converting them into the Names of Bederici 
cortis, or Villa, Bederick's Court, Vill, or 
Farm, which Mr. Cambden ſays, fignifies the 
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The Deſeription 
ate; a Vill full of een and Favour. 


It certainly was a Roman Station, and of good 
Note when the Saxons got Footing in this 
Ifland. For as Alle Fleriacenſis tells us, it 
became ſoon after their coming, Villa Regis, 


7. e. a Royal Vill, or Town, Which Sort of 


Vills the Saxons always placed where the moſt 
eminent Stations of the Romans had been. 
In the Saxen Times this Town was much 
encreaſed by the Favour of the Laſt-Anglian 
Kings. Sigibert, the fifth King of the Eoft- 
Angles, who brought Chriſtianity firſt into 
his Dominions, builr a Church here, about 
the Year 637, and dedicated it to the Vir- 
gin Many; it remained in a Houriſhing Con- 
dition in the Reigns of his Succeſſors, 
tho' the Daues miſerably harraſſed the other 
Parts of this County, and at length came to 
be Maſters of it by theie Means. 


Hengar and Hubba, two Daniſh Captains 
entering the Iſle with an innumerable Mul- 
titude of their Countrymen, at length came 
into this Kingdom of the Zaſt-Augles: Ed- 


mund was then the King, and finding himſelf 


unable to withſtand their Force, fled ; into his 
Caſtle 


King Edmund, the lait of the Eaf-Anghian Kings, 
was crowned 1n this Church, as appears trom an an- 
cient MS, and his Body was there buried. 
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Caſtle: of Framlingbam, and there for ſome 
Time ſuſtained a Siege, but being in Dan- 
er of being taken, thought to ſave himſelf 
by Flight, — ſo left the Caſtle, aud retired 
into a Wood, named V gliſdune . where the 
Danes finding him, put him to a moſt cruel 
Death, not only as an Enemy, but Chriſti- 
an, which Profeſſion they mortally hated ; 
for they firſt beat him with Batts, then ſcour- 
ged him with Whips, and at laſt bound him 
to a Stake, and ſhot him to Death with their 
Arrows. Abbo the Hiſtorian tells us, he was 
{hot at by them ſo long, that his Body was 
as full of Arrows as they could ſtick one by 
another; and to encreaſe his Pain and Tor- 
on, did with their Arrows make Wound 
on Wound, till the Darts gave Place to 
one another, after which they cut off his 
Head and threw it into a Buſh. Thus did 
the inhuman Pagan Danes maſſacre this moſt 
Chriſtian King, becauſe he would not re- 
nounce his F wh in Chriſt. Our Poets have 
ingeniouſly enough reflected on his Leath. 


As Dennis by his Death adorned France, 

do Edmund's Seufferings do our Land advance: 
The Crown his Head, Scepter his Hand renoaun' d; 
But he evas greater for his Blood ard Hounds. 


B 2 iis 


+ oxen, anciently Heglifaune, or Hegil/done 
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His Death happen'd A. D. 870. His Head 
and his Body being found after the Depar- 


ture of the Danes, was carried to this Town, 


and buried in the Church built by his Pre- 
deceſſor Sigibert, and from that Time it was 
called St. Edmund's Bury, not from his Bu- 
rial, but from it's being made his Burg, or 
Town, and put under his ſpecial Patronage. 
The Eaft-Anglian Kings after this ſeem to 
have had a ſpecial Regard to this Church 
for Anna, and his eldeſt Son Firminus, who 
were lain in a Battle with Pendo the King of 
Mercia, and at firſt buried at Bliburgh, were 


from thence removed, and buried in this 
Church, 


TE Danes after King Edmund's Death, 
became abſolute Lords of this Part of the 
Iſle, and held their Dominion Fifty Years, 
in which Space Swein, the Daniſh King co- 
ming over, took upon him the Regal Pow- 
er, and to maintain his Dignity and Army, 
impoſed heavy Taxes upon the Engliſb, which 
if they refuſed to pay, he burnt their Towns. 
This Town being then famous for its Church 


and People, he required a great Sum of it 


for its Preſervation, which, becauſe the Peo- 
ple refuſed to pay, in his Fury he ſet it on 
Fire, and conſumed both the Church and 
Houſes to Aſhes ; but he foon paid ay 
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for his Impiety and Barbarity ; for being in 
the midſt of his Nobles and Commanders, 
triumphing in his Power, he ſuddenly cried 
out, that he was ſtricken by Saint Edmund 
with a Sword, though no Man ſaw the Hand 
that wielded it, and languiſhing three Days 
in great Torments of Body and Horror of 
Mind, died. Canute, his Son ſucceeded him 
in his Kingdom, and being ſettled ſome Time 
in his Throne, is ſaid to have had a Viſion 
of St. Edmund, with which he was ſo affrigh- 
ted, that to pacify the angry Saint, he re- 
built his Church, and reſtored the Town to 
greater Splendor than ever, but changed the 
Seculars into Monks of the Order of S. Be- 
nedict, hoping thereby to atone for his Fa- 
ther's Offence in burning and deſtroying 
them. It was thus rebuilt in 1020, and 
made (as Leland tells us) a Royal Abbey, 
Canute offering up at St. Edmunds Shrine his 
Crown, as did many of the Engliſb Kings his 
Succeſſors. The Conventual Church was 
conſecrated upon St. Luke's Day, Anno 1032, 
by Agelnotbus Archbiſhop of Canterbury, in 
Honour of Chriſt, his Virgin Mother, and St. 
Edmund. From this Time the Church came 
into great Repute, and as in the old Church, 
which was burnt down, divers of the Eaſts 
Anglian Kings, as Sigibert, Anna and his Son 
Firminus, and many other great Men were in- 

| terred, 
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terred, ſo great Numbers of the higheſt Rank 
and Quality choſe to be buried in the new 


one of Canute's Erection, as Alan Earl of Bri- 


tain, Founder of Richmond Caſtle, his Lady 
and Coulin German, Conſtantia the Conque- 
ror's Daughter, Alan Niger his Brother. 
King Edward the Confeſſer gave Abbot Bald- 
win Liberty of Coinage, as alſo did Y/illiam 


the Conqueror. 


Bury being thus reſtored, many Things 
of Note were done there in the Ages after 
the Conqueſt. wiz. In the Reign of Willi 


am Rufus, Robert, Son of Hugh Earl of Che. 


ter, being Abbot, gave to the Church the 


| largeſt Bell at that Time in England; and 
_ Abbot Baldwin above-mentioned, obtained 


a Porphyry Altar for his Church, of Pope 
Alexander 11. which had this eſpecial Privi- 


lege, that when all the reſt of the Kingdom 


were under an Interdict, Maſs ſhould there 
be celebrated: unleſs expreſly and by Name 
prohibited by the Pope. King Stephen, An- 
no Reg. 17, gave Authority for two Mints 
more than was before, to be {et up within 
the Precincts of St. Edmund Burgh. King 
Henry I. having met Pope Innocent III. at 
Charters, where he promiſed the Pope his 
Aſſiſtance againſt his Enemies, and returning 
into Eng! and, Was in great Danger ot being 

drowned 
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drowned by a Tempeſt at Sea, which he ta- 
king to be brought upon him for his Sins, 
and was a Warning that he ſhould mend his 
Life, made many Vows, and after his Land- 


ing went immediately to St. Edmund's Bury 


to perform his Devotions to that King, Saint 
Edmund, and at his coming from thence, be- 
ing well-diſpoſed towards the Relief of his 
People, he leſſened their Tribute and Im- 
poſitions, and did Juſtice as well to the Poor 
as Rich. 


PRINCE Euſtace, Heir apparent to the 
Crown of England, after his Father King 
Stephen, being highly diſguſted at the Trea 
ty between his Father and Henry Fitz-Em- 


preſſe Duke of Normandy, whereby he was 


deprived of all Hopes of a Succeſſion to the 
Crown, left the Court in a Paſſion, and came 
to this Town, and demanded of the Con- 
vent a large Sum to enable him to carry on 
his violent Deſigns. The Abbot treated him 
with all imaginable Reſpect, and being loth 
to have the Kingdom embroiled again with 
civil Wars, handſomly refuſed to comply 
with his Deſires. The Prince not able to 
bear the moſt reaſonable Denial, ordered his 
Soldiers to ſeize the Corn in their Granaries 
{et their Fields on Fire, Sc. But he lived 
not to ſee his Commands executed, for fit- 


ting 
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ting down ſoon after to Dinner, he fell into 
a Fit of Frenzy, in which he expired. He 
was at his Death 18 Years of Age, and was 


buried with his Mother Maud at Feverſham, 
whither his Father ſoon after follow'd him. 


| In the Conteſt for the Crown between 
King Henry II. and his Son King Henry, 
this Town was twice made the Rendezvous 
of the Father's Army. For before the Bat- 
tle of Fornham, Richard Lucy Lord Chief 
Juſtice, Humphry de Bobun High Conſtable 
of England, Reginald Earl of Cornwall, the 
King's Uncle, Robert Earl of Glouceſter, and 
Willkam Earl of Arundel, aſſembled here with 


the 


# Fornham, S. Genoveve, a Village within 4 Miles of 
Bury, memorable for a pitch'd Battle between Richard 
Lucy, Chief Juſtice of England, and Robert de Beaumont 
Earl of Leiceſter, Anno 1173. The Quarrel was between 
K. Henry II. and his Son K. Henry, which laſt by his 
Father's Goodneſs to give him half the Kingdom, was 
by his own Ambition, and Eleanor his Mother's Encou- 
ragement, induced to covet the Whole, by depoſing his 
Father. Both Parties had ſtrong Abettors, and many 
Battles were fought between them ; this at Fornham, 
between the Ch. Juſtice and E. of Leiceſter, was very for- 
tunate for K. Henry the Father; for whereas Queen E- 
leanor had augmented. her Son's Troops with a great 
Body of Flemings ; the King's Armies engaged them 
here with ſuch Courage, that they flew, above 10 oo 
(others ſay, 5 ooo) moſt of them Flemings, whom lrg 
had brought to depopulate the Nation. 
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rae King's Army, to watch the Motions of 
the Earl of Leiceſter, who having received a 
good Body of Flemings at Orford, was paſſing 
into Leiceſterſhire ; and as the Earl paſſed by 
this Place, encountered him at Fornbam and 
vanquiſhed him; but the Friends of the 
young King were not hereby utterly ſubdyed. 
Hugh Bigot Earl of Norfolk, and Robert Fer- 
rers Earl of Darby were ſtill powerful, and 
being aſſiſted by the French King his Father- 
in-Law, young King Henry did not deſpair of 
Succeſs, and ſo renewed the War againſt his 
Father; who being ſenſible of his Deſign, aſ- 
ſembled his People on all Sides, and made 
his general Muſters at this Town, determi- 
ning to beſiege the Caſtles of Framlingham 
and Bungay, which Earl Bigot held againſt 
him ; but that Earl miſtruſting that he was 
not able to defend himſelf and thoſe Places 
againſt the King, came in, Fand made his 
Peace, paying a thouſand Marks Compoſiti- 
on. Upon this the Flemings were diſmiſſed, 
and the other Nobles on the King's Side, fol- 
lowing his Example, the Father obtained his 
Deſires, and all Things became quiet. 


In this Reign the Jes were numerous 
in this Town, and had a Synagogue for Di- 
vine Worſhip, call'd Moſess Synagogne, 
(which was afterwards made Uſe of as an 

C Hoſpi- 
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Hoſpital or Workhouſe for a certain Num- 
ber of Boys and Girls, who were cloathed 
in Blue faced with Yellow, and kept under 
a Maſter and Miſtreſs who gave them a ſui- 
table Education ; but the current Tradition 
is, that the preſent Bridecell was the Place.) 
In 1179, the Jews murdering a Boy here, 
called Robert, in Derifion of our Saviour's 
Crucifixion, and committing the hke Offen- 
ces in many Places in this Kingdom beſides, 
were baniſhed the Realm; but it ſeems as if 
they found Means to make their Peace in 
tome Places: But, about ten Years after, in 
the ſecond Year of the Reign of King Rrch- 
ard 1. having by their unmerciful Utury un- 
done many Families, they became ſo odious 
to the Nation, that the People roſe up in 
a tumultuous Manner to deſtroy them; but 
rhe King having appeaſed that Riot, gave 
tpecial Order, that they ſhould remain un- 
der his Protection, and no Man ſhould pre- 
ſume to moleſt them, and then paſſed into 
Normandy, but as ſoon as he was gone, the 
People almoſt with one Accord, through the 
whole Nation (as if they had been ſummo— 
ned by a Bell) fell upon the Jets, and flew 
many of them, and among other Places fuch 
7ews as inhabited this Town were ſet upon 
March 17, 1190, and many of them ſlain, 
and the Reſidue that efcaped, through the 
Procurement of the Abbot, named Sempſon, 
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were expelled the Town, and never permit- 
ted to return again. This Maſſacre began 
at London, proceeded to Lynn in Norfolk, but 
was moſt cruelly executed at York, which 
when the King heard of, he ſeverely fined 
the City for their Diſobedience to his Orders, 
and cauſed the Biſhop of Ely his Chancellor 


to levy it upon them. 


In the ſeventeenth Year of King John, 
the Barons, who, by that King's arbitrary U- 
ſage were provoked to rebel againſt him, re- 
duced him to ſuch Straights, that he ſubmit- 
ted to their Terms, viz. That he ſhould give 
the City of London up to them, and Liberty 
to them to chule twenty-five Barons, by whom 
the whole Realm ſhould be governed, to eſ- 
tabliſh their Authority more, aſſembled at 
this Town, and took ſolemn Oaths at the 
High Altar, That if the King would not 
confirm the Laws and Liberties anciently eſ- 
tabliſhed by King Edward the Confeſſor, they 
would withdraw their Allegiance from him, 
and ſeize his Caſtle. The Kino finding the 
Contederacy of his Lords ſtrong againſt] him, 
confirmed King Edward's Laws, but not 
thinking himielf obliged to make good what 
he had donc, becauſe he was forced to it, 
procured the Pope to excommunicate them, 
and having an Army in the Southern Parts 

© 2 of 
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of this Nation under the Command of the 


Earl of Saliſbury, ordered him to ſcour the 
Countries thereabouts, and to go to this 
Town, where being told that divers Knights, 
Ladies and others were fled into the Iſle of 
Ely from hence, he followed them, beſieged 
tha Iſle and plundered it. 


56 Henry III. The King juſt recovering 
from a 1 Sickneſs, and hearing of 
a great Riot at Norwich, between the Citi- 
zens and Monks, who had great Damages 
done to their Houſe, rode to Norwich, and 
cauſing Enquiry to be made into it, and con- 
demned thirty young Men of the City to be 
hanged and burnt, to the great Grief of the 
City, becauſe they thought the Prior was the 
Cauſe of all the Miſchief. The King have- 
ing thus ended the Controverſ r returned by 
this Town home, that he might pay his De- 
votions to the Shrine of St. Edmund, and ſo 
3 to London, where relapſing into his 


eaſe, he died Nov. 16. 1272. and was 


ſucc :cacd in his Throne, by 


Edward I. who being returned from his 
Expedition againſt Scotland, in which the 
Scots King and Nobles ſubmitted themſelves 
and the Realm of Scotland, entirely into the 
Hands of the King of England, (as * 
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by the Inſtrument of Submiſſion in FHollinſ- 
hed, p. 300) called a Parliament at St. Ed- 
mund's Bury, which beginning the Morrow 
after the Feaſt of All- Saints, the Citizens and 
Burgeſſes then preſent, granted him an eighth 
Part of their Goods, and the Reſidue of the 
People a twelfth : But the Clergy, by Rea- 
ſon of a Conſtitution made the ſame. Year by 


Pope Boniface, prohibiting under the Pain of 


_ Excommunication, that any Taxes or Toll 


ſhould be levied or exacted of the Clergy in 
any Manner by ſecular Princes, or be paid 
to them out of Things pertaining to the 
Church, utterly refuſed to grant any Aid to 
the King, towards the Maintenance of his 
Wars. The King, though greatly diſpleaſed 
with this Denial, gave "them ſome longer 
Time for a better Anſwer, and thereupon 
prorogued the Parliament for two Months, 
and appointed the next Meeting at London, 
where when the Clergy perſiſteck in their De- 
nial, to grant him any Subſidy, he excluded 
chem out of his Protection, and the Lord 
Chief ;uſtice had Order to tell thein, That 
they mould have no Redreſs for any Man- 
ner of Wrong in the King's Courts, though 
fever fo great, and that Juſtice ſhould be 
done upon them for every one that ſhould 
complain againſt them. The Clergy thus a- 
bandoned ſuffered many Injuries and Wrongs, 
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were robbed and plundered, and could have 
no Redreſs; Parſons and Vicars durſt not 
travel in their proper Habits ; the Archbiſh- 
op loſt all he had; the King ſeized the Re- 
venues of the Biſhops and Monaſteries, which 
being at length forced to redeem with a fifth 
of their Goods and Rents, they were reſtored 


to the King's Protection, and ſettled in their 


Rights. 


I's the Reign of King Edward II. Queen 
Jabel with the Prince, being ſent into France 
about Matters of State, was, by the Procure- 
ment of the Spencers, who at that Time had 
the principal Stroke in that King's Councils, 
baniſhed out of France, and forced to fly in- 
to Henault, where ſhe remaining, entered into 
a Confederacy with certain diſaffected Lords, 
viz. Edmund of Woodſtock, Earl of Kent, Ro- 
ger Mortimer of Wigmore, and divers others, 
to remove the Spencers from about the King, 
and place the Prince of Wales on the Throne, 
which to effect, they obtained of the Prince 
of Henault an armed Force of 2757 Men, ſai- 
ling with them into England, landed at Or- 
well-Haven in this County, and from thence. 
marched to this Town, and having refreſhed 
themſelves here, ſet forth to ſeek the Ene- 
mies of the King and Realm, as ſhe gave it 
out, by her Proclamation, in which ſhe will'd 
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all Men to hope for Peace, except the Spen- 
cers, who were the public Enemies of 
the Nation, and the Lord Chancellor Baldoc, 
with their Accomplices, who were the cauſes 
of the preſent Troubles. The Nation was 
at that Time generally diſguſted at the Ma- 
nagement of State Affairs, and as ſoon as the 
Queen landed ſhe was joined with many 
Lords and Knights, who getting the Concur- 
rence of the Londoners brought about their 
Deſign, and depoſing the King, ſet his Son, 
the Prince, on the Throne. 


I x the ſame Reign, when Vat Tyler roſe 
up in Rebellion in Kent, John Straw and his 
Mob roſe in Suffolk, and came to this Town 
with a Rabble of 50,000 Men, and having 
apprehended the Lord Chief Juſtice Caven- 
diſh, Sir John of Cambridge the Prior, and Sir 
Feng Lakenheath the Keeper of the Barony, 

eheaded them, and having ſet their Heads 
upon the Pillory, compelFd the Monks to 
grant the Townſmen new Charters ; but they 
were ſoon after defeated and diſperſed by Hen- 
ry Spenſer, the Martial Biſhop of Norwich. 
In the ſame Reign alſo in the Year 1393, ſuch 
violent Rains fell, that the Floods broke into 


the Church of the Convent, and covered the 


Area of it. 
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SEVERAL Conventions of the Nobility, and 
Parliaments have been held here, viz. In 
King John's Reign, Anno 1214, the Barons 
met here, and made their League againſt him 
and in King Henry III's Time, Anno 1247, a 
Parhament 'was convened here, and another 
under his Son King Edward I. which granted 
him a Fifteenth of every Man's moveable 


Goods. Many fined (i. e. compounded) and 


the Abbot of Bury paid 6661. 135. 4d. Fine, 
to diſchage his Lands, Tenants, and the 
Town from it, as did Henry the Prior, and 
Richard the Sacriſt, for all the Rents and 
Corn, paying 2000. The Abbot again fined 
50 Marks for an Inquiſition to put down the 
Market at Lackingheath, if found by the Ju- 
rors Prejudicial to Bury Market. 


Anno 1446, 25 Hen. 6. Another Parha- 
ment met at this Town, and Humphry Duke 
of Glouceſter, with the reſt of the Nobles ap- 
pearing here, according to Summons, he was 
on the ſecond Day of the Seſſion, arreſted, 
apprehended, and impriſoned by the Lord 
Beaumont, then High Conſtable of England, 
accompanied with the Duke of Pore vn 
all his Servants ſequeſtered from him, and 
thirty two of the chiefeſł of his Retinue ſent 
to divers Priſons. This Duke of Glouceſter 
was (as he ſtiled — If) the Son, Brother, 

and 
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and Uncle of Kings, and as the People ge- 
nerally called him from his wiſe Manage- 
ment of the Affairs of the Kingdom, in the 
Minority of his Nephew, King Henry VI. : 
The good Duke, he being the Protector of 

the Kingdom, *till King Henry came of Age 
governed the Nation with ſo much Wiſdom 
and Uprightneſs that he became the Dar- 
ling of the People; and becaule, after the 
King was of Age to govern, he would not 
ſuffer the King (being of a ſoft Diſpoſition) 
to be impoſed upon, the Nation abuſed, and- 
ſome Mens ſiniſter Deſigns for their own (not 


dhe Public) Advantage; he created. himſelf 


many Enemies, of which the chief were, Hen- 
ry de Beaufort, Cardinal and Biſhop of Min- 
cheſter, William de la Pole, Marquis of Suf- 
folk, and Humpbry Stafford Duke of Bucking- 


* ham, who ſtirring up the Queen's Ambition 


P 


to govern all by them as her chief Miniſters, 
contrived with her to work the Duke of 
Glouceſter's Deſtruction. Firſt, they began 
with articling againſt him in open Council; 
but he being very learned in the Law, and 
an excellent Wit, anſwered them with ſo 
much Clearneſs that his Accuſers got No- 


| thing but Shame to themſelves ; but having 


W 


reſolved upon his Deſtruction, they procu- 
red this Parliament to be called, that they 
might get Him into their Power; they fear- 

D ed 
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ed that if they ſhould bring him to a pub- 


lic Execution, the People in general ſo loved 
him, that they would riſe to reſcue him, 
wherefore having got him into their Cuſto- 
dy, they ſoon executed their Deſign, for the 
ſame Night that they committed him to Pri- 
fon he was found dead in his Bed, and tho? 
his Body was preſently ſhewn to the Lords 
and Commons, as if he died of an Apoplexy 
or Pally, yet all indifferent Perſons could not 
think any other, than that he died of ſome 
violent Death, though of what was never cer- 
tainly known; his Corps was convey'd to 
St. Albans, and there buried: Others wilt 
have it, that he was buried in St. Paul's, 
from the Proverb uſed of ſuch as knew not 
where to get a Dinner, and therefore ſpent 
that Time in walking there, © To dine with 
*© Duke Humphrey.“ that is, To want a 
Dinner. 


Ix this Town, in the Reign of King Ed- 


ward VI. there were about 3000 Houſling 


Perſons; and in Queen Elizabeib's Reign, 
when the Town -petitioned for a Charter to 
chuſe Repreſentatives in Parliament, it is 
faid that there were 4000 Communicants; 
dut that Privilege was not conferred upon 
them till the Reign of King James I. who 
was at the ſame Time a Benefactor to it in 
9 6 many 


many other Reſpects, as new Charters, the 
Gift of the Lordſhip of the Town, the Chur- 
ches, Glebes, Tithes, Sc. And when in the 
Year 1608, April 11, there happened a molt 
dreadful Fire, which conſumed ſome Hun- 
dreds of Houſes, Warehouſes, Sc. he was 
moſt generoully pleated to contribute vaſt 
Quantities of 'Timber to rebuild it. In K. 
Charles T's Reign there was a ſevere Plague 
here in 1636, which cut off many Hundreds, 
and ſo depopulated the Town, that the Graſs 
grew in the Streets, 400 Families lying ſick 
of that Diſtemper at the ſame Time, of which 
the larger Half was maintained at the com- 
mon Charge, which is ſaid to have amounted 
to near 200]. a Week. King Henry VIII. 
is ſaid to have once deſigned to have turned 
the Abbey into a Biſhoprick, as appears un- 
der his own Hand in the Cotton Library; but 
the Avarice of the Court, and his own un- 
meaſurable Bounty to them, ſhortened his 
Scheme and diſabled his Hands. EK. Charles 
the Martyr 1s allo reported to have deſigned 
this Place the ſame Honour, and to have ſet- 
tled in 1t a Dean, Chapter and Archdeacon, 
with ſuitable Revenues, as a thouſand Pounds 
a Year at leaſt on the Biſhop, with the Pa- 
tronage of all the Livings in his own and 
the Chancellor's Gift, as alſo in the Arch- 
biſhop's near adjoining in Suffolk, Norfels, 
and Eſſex ; but the woful Diſtractions of the 
D 2 H ingdom 
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Kingdom coming on ſo faſt, prevented the 
glorious Intentions of that good Prince. 


Anno 1583, 25 Eliz. one Elias Thackar, 
a Taylor, was hanged in this Town, and 
John Coping, a Shoemaker, for ſpreading and 
maintaining certain Books ſeditiouſly penned 
by one Robert Brown, againſt the Book of 
Common Prayer then eſtabliſhed in the 
Realm, and ſo many of them as could be 
gotten, were burnt before them. 


Thus much having been ſaid with Reſpect 
to the principal Tranſactions anciently done 
in this Town, we ſhall now conſider the Ab- 
bey more particularly, and of the other Build- 


ings, Schools, Gifts, Government, &c. ſhall 
ſpeak hereafter. 


A RS RS ERS RI Ars 
Of the' Abbey, Churches, &c. 


ETH E Chriſtian Religion, which in 
25 TP the Reigns of Redwald and Erpen- 
N „ wald, Kings of the Eaſt-Angles, had 
M. NEM or 7 3 

| gained a ſmall Footing, was not 
eſtabliſhed in this Country, till Sigibert was 
elected to govern the Kingdom; a Church 
was built here for ſecular Monks and parti- 
cularly favoured by that King, which proves 


it to be a Monaſtery of very great Antiquity, 
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and it was equally eminent for it's Privileges 
and Extent. King Edmund the Elder, much 
reſpeCting the Saint of his Name who was in- 


terred here (as before related) gave ſeveral 
Lands to this Church, Amo, 942. 


Srwein the Daniſh King having deſtroy'd 
the Church, thro' Pagan Zeal, did not long 
furvive his ſacrilegious Villainy; and Canute 
his Son and Succeſſor, being made ſenſible, 
by a Viſion, of his Father's Impiety, as ſoon 
as he was ſettled on the Throne, rebuilt it 
in a ſumptuous Manner, hoping thereby to 
expiate his Father's Crimes; nor was he con- 
tented to make Reſtitution by rebuilding the 
Church alone, but out of his Devotion he 
enriched it with many Gifts and Privileges; 
confirmed all it's former Grants; gave it his 
Tribute of all Sea-Fiſh brought into the 
Town, and changing the Secular Clergy in- 
to Monks, made them with the Abbot ab- 
ſolute Lords of the Town. 


THESE Gifts were ſettled on this Ab- 
bey with a fearful Curſe on ſuch as ſhould 
any Ways alienate them, and a Blefling to 
ſuch as ſhould preſerve or improve them: 
And the Charter being ſigned by the King, 
was atteſted by above thirty of his Nobles, 
who every one for the greater Solemnity put 
a Croſs before their Names. This Abbey 


being 


22 The Deſcription 


being thus eſtabliſhed, the Biſhop of Rome 
endowed it with very great Immunities, and 
among other Things granted, That this Ab- 
bey ſhould not be ſubject to any Biſhop in 
any Matter, but in all Things of Contro- 


verly, or Order, ſhould depend upon the 
— of the Archbiſhop only. 


In the Year 1010, this Part of the Coun- 
ty being again much infeſted by the Danes, 
the Body of St. Edmund was tranſlated to 
London, 8 ſecure it from their Hands, where 
being kept three Years, it was again retur- 
ned to the Abbey. In 1021, the Inhabitants 
of Suffolk and Norfolk gave yearly four Pence 
out of every Carucate of Land towards buil- 
ding the Church, which was conſecrated in 
1032; about the ſame Time Abbot New- 


port walled in the Abbey, as Harvey the Sa- 


criſt had done the Town, 


Kine Richard I. out of pure Devotion to 
King Edmund the Martyr, beſtowed Fifteen 
Marks per Annum to find two Wax Tapers, 
which he afterwards doubled, and gave Ten 
Oxgangs of Land at Ailſbam, that four Ta- 
pers might be continually burning at the Al- 
tar of S. Edmund, and about the Year 1193, 
when he returned from the Holy-Land, he ot- 


tered up at the Same Shrine, the rich Stan- 
dard, 
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dard, and Banner of Jſaac King of Cyprus. 


Kino Joby gave a great Saphire and a 
large Ruby ſet in Gold to the ſame Shrine, 
which yet he uſed during his Life, but annu- 
ally paid 6 Marks to repair it for the Loan 
of it. King Henry III. received 120 Marks 
of the Convent, towards the Marriage of 
his Siſter 1/abella with Frederic Emperor of 
Germany. King Edward III. having obtained 
a Loan by Parliament, from the Clergy and 
Religious, of 100, oool. the Share of this Ab- 
bey was 655. 


TEIS Abbey endowed with ſuch Privi- 
ligies, flouriſhed for ſome Time in Wealth 
and Power, Multitudes of Gifts and Oblati- 
ons hung upon the Tomb of St. Edmund, 
and the Townſmen, and all within a Mile 
round the Town, were ſubject to the Abbot 
and Convent, ſo that by their Steward they 
impoſed an Oath upon the Alderman at the 
Entrance upon his Office, That ht ſhould main- 
tain and uphold the Peace and Order" of the Bo- 
rough, and in Nothing damage or hurt the 
Abbot or Convent in any of their Rights and 
Privileges. But notwithſtanding this Oath, 
the Townſmen now and then fell foul upon 
the Abbot and his Monks, imprifoning the 


} Abbot, beating the Monks and the Officers 


belonging 
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belonging to the Abbey, breaking down their 
Gates, and burning their Houſes adjoining, 


with the Barns and Granaries belonging to 


their Granges and Manors near the Town, 
carrying away their Chalices of Gold and 
Silver, with other rich Plate, plundering 
their Treaſury and taking away their Char- 
ters and Writings. 


TRE greateſt Aſſault made upon this Ab- 
bey, was by the Inhabitants of the Town, 
under the Conduct of Richard Draiton, Ro- 
bert Foxton, and others, the iſt. of Edward 
III. A. D. 1327, Who having broke down 
the Gates, Doors, and Windows, they woun- 
ded the Monks and Servants, broke open 


their Cheſts and Coffers, out of which they 


took great Quantities of rich Plate, beth 
Gold and Silver, Books, Veſtments, Ar- 
mour, and many other Things, beſides 500 
Pounds in ready Money, and 3000 Florins 
of Gold, carried away their Charters, Wri- 
tings and Muniments, among which were 
three Charters of King Cerute their Foun- 
der, four of King Hardicanute, one of Ed- 
ward the Confeſſor, two of King Henry I. 
and three of Henry III. Ten Bulls containing 
ſeveral ma and Immunities granted 
by the Popes, and divers Writings obligato- 
ry tor the Payment of ſome great Sums of 
Money; 
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Money ; and not therewith contented, for- 
ced the Prior, Peter Clopton, to ſeal a Wri- 
ting, wherein they declared the Abbot and 
Convent to be bound in the Sum of 10 000 
Pounds to be paid to Oliver Kemp and others 
therein named, and that they releaſed the 
ſaid Oliver, and others from all Actions, 
Quarrels, Suits, and Demands whatſoever, 


| which the Abbot and Convent had or might 


have againſt them or any of them: Beſides 


all this, the ſame Perſons not long after broke 


again into the Abbey, and took the Abbot 
* himſelf, with certain Monks, and kept them 
Priſoners till they had ſealed certain Writings, 


and among them a Charter, containing a 
Grant to the Town of Bury to be a Corpora- 
tion of themſelves, and 20 a common Seal 
with a Guild of Merchants and Aldermen; 
as alſo to have the Cuſtody of the Town 
Gates, and the Wardſhip of all Pupils and 
Orphans. They likewiſe burnt and pulled 
down the Houſes and Barns belonging to the 
Abbey, and committed many other Outra- 


ges to the great Detriment of the ſaid Ab- 


% 5 


* 


bot and Monks. 


Tur King and his Cm being fully 
informed of theſe riotous Diſorders and Out- 
rages, directed a Commiſſion to Thomas Earl 
ef Norfolk, Marſhal of England, Thomas Bar- 

E. doi, 
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dolf and others, authorizing them with the 
Powers of Suffolk and Norfolk, to apprehend 
try and puniſh thoſe diſorderly Perſons, who 
had ſo much broken the Peace of his Peo- 
ple; but they indicting the Rioters for a 
Treſpaſs only, contrary. to what the * Juſti- 
ces had done, who found them guilty of Fe- 
lony, the King ſent down Four of his Jud- 
ges to enquire into the Nature of their 
Crimes ; and they fitting at this Town, and 
proceeding upon the Indictment of Felony, 
found them guilty by the Verdict of a Jury, 
and nineteen were executed accordingly ; di- 
vers fled, and returning afterwards were fi- 
ned; one was preſſed to Death, becauſe he 
refuſed to put himſelf upon his Trial. The 
Town was fined ſixty thouſand Pounds, but 
two thouſand Marks were accepted; all Wri- 
tings were made void, which had been ex- 
torted from the Abbot and Monks; and to 
make the Agreement valid, the King was 
pleaſed to put his own Seal to it. Yet the 
Townſmen never bore their Subjection to 
the Monks eaſily, and ſo could not much 
regret the Diſſolution of the Abbey in the 
main, tho' in many Reſpects it was of great 
Service to the Town, eſpecially in reheving 
b the 


The Seſſion of the Juſtices of the Peace was at 
Elvedon, a ſmall Town in Syffolt, which belonged to 
this Abbey. 
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the Poor. . Nor was the eccleſiaſtical Ex: 
emption of it long free from Diſpute ; for 
in the Conqueror's Reign, there — a Con- 
troverſy between the Biſhop of the Dioceſe 
and the Abbot, about the Juriſdiction of the 
former, which che latter would not yield to. 
The Abbot to confirm his Privilege went 
to Rome, and found ſuch Favour With the 
Pope, that he obtained Epiſcopal Juriſdic- 
tion for him and his Succeſſors, with the 
Porphyry-Altar before ſpoken of, and a Bull 
bearing Date Auno Domini 1071, by which 
the Conteſt was laid afleep a ee While, 
but was again revived in 1081, when it wag 
referred to the Judgment and Determination 
of the, Conqueror, Who, upon hearing both 
Sides, declared the Church of St. Edmund. 
and the Town in which it ſtands, to be en- 
tirely free from the Biſhop's Authority and 
at the ſame Time gave the Abbot and Monks 
a Charter of Confirmation, whereby he rati- 
fy'd to their Monaſtery all the Conceſſions 
of the Kings Edmund, Canute, Hlardicanute, 
and Edward the Confeſſor, which were ma- 
ny and great; beſides the Lands and Eſtates 
given them by private Benefactors, as Ulſke- 
tel Earl of the Eaſt-Angles, who gave the 
Lordſhips and Manorsy of Hlllercl, Redgrave. 
Rigenhale, I ulſpit, Raughgm, and Part of 
Bradfeld, Lelſbam, and Hegiſetoe in this Coun- 
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ty; and Stephen Earl of Britanny and Rich- 
mond, who gave them certain Lands in Cam- 
brideefbire, for the Health of the Soul of his 
Brother Alan Niger; with many other Per- 
ſons of Quality of both Sexes, and ſeveral 
Biſhops ; whoſe Gifts fo enriched this Mo- 
naſtery, that, as whilft it flouriſhed, it's Ab- 
bots were Parliamentary Barons, ſo, when it 
was ſurrendered to King Henry VIII. by John 
Reeve, alias Melford, the laſt Abbot, it was 
found to be worth (according to Dugdale and 
Specd) 2336 Pounds, 16 Shillings ; ; and had 
$OOO Marks of Gold and Silver, "beſide Veſt- 
ments and Jewels of great Value, taken away 
at the ſame Time, 


| A T the Diffolution of this Abbey, thefe 
Reliques, which the Monks had in great Eſ- 
teem, were found, viz. The Sacred Remains 
of King Edmund, enſhrined ; the fame King's 
Shirt entire; certain Drops of Saint Stephen's 


Blood, which were ſhed out of his Body when 


he was ſtoned; ſome of the Coals on which 


S. Lawrence was broiled ; certain Parings of 
the Fleſh of divers Holy Virgins; a Sinew of 


S. Edmund in a Box; ſeveral Skulls of anci- 
ent Saints and Martyrs; among which was 
that of S. Petronill, which the People belie- 
ved would cure all the Diſeaſes of the Head, 
by applying it thereto. The Sword which 
Saint Edmund uſed ; and Saint Thomas of 
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of Canterbury's Boots; S. Botolph's Bones in 
a Coffin, which, the Monks made tie People 
believe, chat procured Rain, when it was 
carried in Proceſſion in a Time of Drought; 
certain Wax-Candles, which being carried 
light round their Corn-Fields in Seed- Time, 
no Darnel, Tares, or noiſom Weeds would 
grow among their Corn that Year, with ma- 
ny others, which by the Relation of the 
Monks, would work wonderful Effects. 


To this Abbey ” un of our Kings often 
repair'd, ſome out Devotion, others for their 
Pleaſure, as K. Edward the Con fefſor, K. Hen- 
ry I. K. Henry III. K. Edward II. K. Heary 
VI, &c. and continued there ſometimes ſcve- 
ral Weeks together. There were alſo many 
Noble Perſons bury'd in the Abbey Church, 
viz. Alan ſirnamed Fergaunt, Earl of Nich 
mond; Thomas ſirnamed De Brotberton, Carl 
of Norfolk, Halt-Brother to K. Edword II. 
Thomas Beaufort, Son of John of Gaunt, by 
the Lady Catherine Swainford, Duke of Axe- 
ter in King Henry V's Reign; Mary Queen 
of Hrance, Widow of Lewis XII. and Siſter 
of Henry VIII. John Boon, Abbot of this Mo- 
in ng who died the 9 Fdw. 4. Nobert the 
Martyr, a Child Crucified by the Fees, a- 
bout June 8, 1179. Sir Wilkie 7 Elba, Sir 
7 am Spencer, 8 rVilliam Tre 72 Knit 8 3 
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alſo John Lidgate the ſamous Poet, who was 
a Monk here about 1440. On his Tomb 
the following Epitaph was faid to be written, 


Mortuus ſœclo, ſuperis ſuperſtes 
Hic jacet LvyDoGar fumulatus Urna 
Qui fuit quondam celebris Britanniæ 
Fama Pogſis. 


In Engliſh thus. 


Dead in the World, yet living in the Sky, 
Intombed in this Urn doth L:yDearTse He, 
In former Times fam'd for his Poetry 
All over England. 


but this and moſt of the Monuments peri- 


ſhed with the Abbey. 


From the Time of it's Foundation, to 
it's Diſſolution, there was a Succeſſion of 
twenty-nine Abbots, during whoſe Rule it 
continually increaſed in Power, Wealth, and 
Beauty, keeping up the Character of one of 
the beſt regulated Monaſteries in the King- 


dom. 


In the following Lift of the Abbots of 
this Monaſtery we beg Leave to inſert ſuch, 
with their Benefactions, and remarkable In- 


cidents 
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| cidents occurring in their reſpective Times, 


as have hitherto been unnotic'd, and as the 
beſt Account we have been able to procure 
concerning them. 


Urius (alſo written Wyus) Monte of Hulm, 
made the firſt Abbot of Bury, died 


Anno 1044 


Leofstanus ſuceeded him, and died 
Anno 1065 


Baldwinus was his Succeſſor, he govern'd 
thirty-two Years, and having re-edified the 
Church a-new, pulling down that built by 
Alvin Biſhop of the Eaft- Angles, died the 
fourth of the Calends of January, Anno 1097 


Robert, Son of Hugh Earl of Cheſter, was 
Abbot ſeven Years, and was depoſed 


Anno 1102 


Robert, Prior of Weſtminſter, was put into 
his Place, and died — Anno 1107 


Aldboldus ſucceeded him, he was Abbot 
twelve Years, and died Anno 1119 


Anſelm, Nephew of Anſelm Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, he built St. Andrew's Chapel and 
leaded it, he alſo built St. Fames's Church 
whither he tranſlated the Pariſh Church, for- 
merly in the Nave of the Abbey Church, and 
was choſen Biſhop of London in 1138, but 

| not 
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not beihg accepted there, continued Abbot 


here till his Death, which happening 
Anno 1148 


Ordingus ſucceeded him; in his Time 
the Abbey was conſumed by Fire, but the 


Church eſcaped, he died Anno 1156. 


Hygh, Prior of Meſiminſter, obtained this 
Abbacy after him, and died Anno 1180 


Sampſon, the Tenth Abbot, he gave to 
the Church a golden Croſs, and made the 
Aquaduct of our Save , Hoſpital, adorn'd 
St. Edmund's Shrine with Gold and Gems, 

and built four Halls of curious Stone Work; 
he was Abbot thirty-one Tears, and died 
the 3d of the Calends of January, Anno 1211 


Huph choſen Abbot after a Vacancy of 
two Years in 1213, and being conſecrated 
Biſhop of Ely, fat ſixteen dun and was re 
moved Anno 1229 


Richard de. Diſal or Eifle, Abbot of Bar- 
ton in Staffordſhire, was placed in-his Room, 


in his Time a ſilver Table was made for the 
Uſe of the High Altar; he died. the fourth 
of the Calends of September, Anno 1233 


Leun * ſucceeded him, and was Abbot fif- 
teen Years, dying in — — Amo 1248 


Edmund de Walpole, Dr. in the Decretals 
obtained this Abbacy, and died Anno 1256 


Simon 
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; and died 
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Simon de Cutton, after a ſhort Vacancy was 


Pope a Benediction more epiſcopal, pulled 
down the Round Chapel in which St Edmunds 
Bones were buried before his Tranflation, 
and built in it's Place, from the Foundation 
St. Mary's Chapel, he died Anno 1279 


Fohn de Norwold the ſixteenth Abbot, elec- 


ted 1279, in his Tune the Charnet Chapel 
was built; he died — Aus 1301 


Dhbomas Tottington ſucceeded him; he was 
Abbot eleven Years, and procured divers ſil- 
ver Veſſels to his Church, dying Anno 1312 


Richard de Draughton was Abbot after him 
twenty-three Years, dying Anno 1337 


William de Bernham ſucceeded him, 
— Anno 1361 


Henry de Hunſtanton was choſen, but died 
before his Confirmation, whereupon 


Jobn de Brinkele became Abbot, and held 


his Office 18 Years, dying Anno 1379 


Jobn de Tinmouth made Abbot 7 Rich. II. 
William of Cratfield created, 3 Rich. II. 
William of Exeter, who was made Abbot, 


5 Hen. VI. 


William Curteys raiſed to it, 7 Hen. vi. 
Jon Boon preferred to the Abbacy 1457 


F Richard 


elected Abbot in 1257 ; he obtained of the 


„% Sei 
Richard Hengban put in, nme 1475 
Thomas Racleſden fuccecded him, and held 

it but three Years, dying Anno 1478 

Jobn Reeve, alias Melford, the laſt Abbot, 

he ſurrendered at the Diſſolution to King 

Henry VIII. and died in the fifteenth Year 
of his Reign. | TT 


TAE Abbey was governed by a Lord 
Abbot, who was one of the great Mitred Ab- 
bots, that by their Place fat among the Peers 
in Parliament, and had ſeveral great Offi- 
.cers under him, as a Prior, Sub-Prior, Sa- 
eriſt, Sc. Eighty Monks, Fifteen Chaplains, 
and 111 Servants Attendant within the Walls 
of the Monaſtery, Of theſe Clergymen and 
Monaſticks was the Abbot's Synod compo- 
ſed, which met in the Chapel of Saint Mary. 
The Convent and great Church were built 
of * Stone, the former was yery ſtately and 
magnificent, reſembling a City, as Leland, 
who faw it in it's Glory, juſtly obſerves. It 
had Three grand Gates for Entrance, (one 
of which is now ſtanding) high Walls, and 
ſeveral Towers, containing in them, the Ab- 
bey-Church and Monaſtery, the Palace and 

Thee 


»The Stone was taken out of  Barnack Quarry. in 
Northamptonſhire, and not brought from Cats in Ner- 
mandy, as Srow reports. 
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Three Churches ; the Chapter-Houſe ; Two 
Cloiſters; an open Ambulatory , ſeveral Cha- 

ls, and Offices of all kinds. The Chapter- 
Houſe was 100 Feet long, and 40 wide ; the 
Abbey largeſt Gate was 62 Feet high, and 
40 in Front, the Turrets, while they were 
ſtanding, - (as they were a few Years ago) 
was about 14 Feet higher than the Square of 
N dare 4-4 


Wirz the Abbey was ſtanding there 
were within the Confines of it three Churches, 
beſides the Abbey Church, S. Margaret's, S. 
Mary's, and S. James. The firſt of theſe, 
though now demoliſhed, was much. the lar- 
geſt, and moſt noble, built by Abbot Anſelm, 
as will appear by this Deſcription of it. This 
Church was in length 500 Feet, the Croſs - Iſle 
212, and the weſtern Front 240, having two 
large Side Chapels, S: Faith and S. Catha- 


rine's, the one on the South-Weſt, and the 
other on the North-Weſt, and 2 eight-{quare 


Towers, each of them 40 Feet over. The 
Shrine of 8. Edmund was in an Apfis, or Se- 
micircular Chapel at the Eaſt-End. The Cha- 


pg of Saint Mary was 80 Feet long, and 42 


road, on the North-ſide, at the End of that 


"Iſle; and S. Mary in Cryptis, like S. Faith's 


under S. Pauls was 100 Feet long, and 80 


wide, ſupported by 24 Pillars. Befides the 


21 Dome 


_ The Difeription se 
Dome, there was an high Weſtern” Tower 
over the Middle-Ifle; and the whole Struc- 

ture was equal to, if not in ſome Reſpects, 
as Length of the Whole, & Statelineſs of the 
_ more grand than old S. Peter's at 
Nome. The Height we can make no Judg- 

ment of, but believe Ely Cathedral was for- 
med after the Model of it, by Hugh Norwold, 
who from Abbat here, became Biſhop there, 
and built it, Upon St. Edmnund's Feſtival 

130 Tapers, of IIb. wt, or more, illuminated 

the Church, Altars, and Windows. S. Mary 

of the Aſſumption is 220 Feet long, and 70 

broad, and about 60 in Height; and Saint 


ames s is 192 Feet long, 68 broad, and a- 


bout 58 in Height. Abbot Anſelm built them 


all; but now here are two Churches only. 


i THESE two Churches are of _curiqus Ar- 


chitecture, dedicated, the one to S. Mary, 


and the other to S. James They both ſtand 
in one Yard, parted by a ſpacious Walk be- 
tween two Rows of Trees; there are divers 
Monuments with various antient Inſcriptions 

diſperſed all over it“. The ah are 
e Viv both 


The two following Epitaphs in the Church-Yard 
have been taken Notice of for their Singularity ; the“ 
now defaced. &" 

1. Upon Charles Granger, a Shocmaker, who — 
5 6 agec 
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“both deſervedly remarkable for their ex- 
act Symmetry, their large and beautiful 
Windows, neat Pillars and noble Roofs; 
but eſpecially S. Marys, whole three Iles; 
S. Peter's in the North, Jeſus in the Middle, 
and S. Mary on the South, have all along 
been diſtinguiſhed by theſe Names, and is 
ſupported by Angels, with two Arch-Angels 
next the Chance, holding in their Hands the 
ſacred Veſſels, or Tapers, or Books or Cen- 
ſers, after the Religion ot thoſe Times, and 
under each Window Cherubims, Sc. are car- 
ved in Wood, which happlly eſcaped the In- 
ſtruments of the reforming Zealots, _ This 
Church is much the oldeſt, being firſt built 7 
in 1005, and rebuilt in 1430. S8. James ZE 
vas begun and far advanced in 1800, but ü 
(PIR OI not 
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* aged near 80 Years—He had been a Soldier, and tis Y 
= probable had behaved himſelf valiantly in Battle. 1 
3 Brave Hero whoſe Attempts in Martial Camp f I 
Such radiant Luſtre on your Name enflamy, 
That the you're dead, your Trephies live tobe 
Sacred Monuments to all Poefterity. 
Your triple Debt in Chriftian Duty ow'n 
To th King and Country, and Religian, | mn 
You paid; and taking Flight, exchanged an 1 
This Dungeon Barth, for a celeſtial Throne. 4 


3. On Jean Kitchin. ö _— 
Here lyes Joan Kitchin, when her Glaſs was fpent, 
Noe ki ched up her Heels, away foe went. 
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nor quite finiſhed till the Reformation, when 


— — 
—— 
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King Edward gave 2001. to finiſh it; as ap- 


Fs by an Inſcription over the Weſt Door 
the Inhde of the Sekr. 


Our moſt Noble Sovereig n Lord, N 
the VI, by the Grace - God, kyng of 
© England, France, & Irland, Defender 
of ery Faith, and in Earth of the 
Churche of England, and alſo of Ir- 
land, the N . of his Godly 
Devotion, gave to the finiſhing of this 
Church, ce l. and alſo, xx l. yerlye, for 
the mayntenance of a Fre gramere 
Schole within this Town, at the hum- 
ble Suite. of Jobn Eyre, and Arofer Pay- 
ton, Eſquiers, 1551. Long Lyte and 
Blyfle to our Kyng, 

In S. Mary's Church are many Monuments 
and antient er bur moſt of them defac'd 
which are of the greateſt Antiquity: The laſt 
Lord Abbot Reeve lieth interfed in the mid- 
dle of the Chancel, and had a very large flat 
Monument of Marble Upon him, embelliſh'd 
with his Abbey and oy” own Coat of Arms, 


with his Portraiture ; in his Pontificals; but 


it was broke in 1717, to make Roam for a 
new pitiful Stone to cover one Mr, Sutton, 
who was put into the ſame Grave; upon the 
ad Stone was this Inſcription in Latin, 


Here 
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Here lie the Bones of the Man ub] BURY 
formery ond it's Lord und Abbot , bis 
Name Jonu, born at Melford in Suffolk, 

his Family and Father called Kxuts. He 

was intrepid, prudent; learned, and affa- 

ble; upright, and a Bover of his Vow 

aud bis Religion”: Who toben de bad ſeen 

the 14th of the Reign f Henry VIII. 


died the 20th of March following, May 


GOD fhpare bis Soul! 1540, 


The Monuments of Sir William Drury and 
Sr. William Carew, Kts. and their Ladies, are 
paliſadoed round with Iron, having their 
Effigies upon them, and their Trophies a- 
bove their Heads. Archdeacon Fier s or 
Finers's Stone has à braſs Plate with His Ef- 
figies upon it, and underneath this Inſcrip- 


. 


ö tion. 


Subjacet bie ftratus, Joun FinxnR3, fic vocitatuc, * 
Arcbidiaconus quondam Sudburie ada. 


The Church Regiſter mentions a Biſhop 
of Lagblin in Ireland, to have been buried 
here about the fame Time with Abbot Reeve. 
The late Archdeacon Claget lieth in S. Mary's 
Chancel. In the South Iſle is buried, ohn 
Baret, who died in 1463; the Ceiling over 
where he lies is curiouſly ornamented, and 


upon 


1 i 
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=” 40 The "Deſcription 
upon it in large old Exgliſßi Letters, this 


Motto, Gzace Me Govezne, is re- 
| er written: The Houſe wherein Mrs. 
Woops now dwells was his Property, it was 
called the Exchequer, or Audit-Houſe. He 
beautified the Ri/by Gate, and ſet up our 
Lady's Image over the Arch, the Niches of 
which were to be ſeen *till within a few 
Years*. Jobn, or Jentin Smith Eſq; a great 
Benefactor to this Church, lies buried in the 
| preſent Veſtry: His Picture is in the Guild- 
Hall wuh this Inſcription at the Bottom, 
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Jomm Swyrn, Eſquyer, commonly called 
Janin Smith, a memorable Benefactor, 
whoe gave Lands to the yearly Value 
of 2001. for the Payment of the Taſke, 
and other Impoſitions and Charges ta 
be layed upon the Burgeſſes and Com- 
monaltie of this Town, for ever. 1473. 


On the North Side of the Altar, in S. Ma- 
ry's Church, is an old Monument, and up- 
on a white marble Plate in the Front thereof 
(put up by a late Gentleman of this Town) 
is the following Inſcription. 


Sacred 


„The Town Gates were all ſtanding in 1761. but 
are fince taken down, by Order of the CoxyoraTION, 
for the more convenient paſſing of Carriages &. 


* 
* 
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Sacred to the Memory 
of Maar Todos, 
Third Daughter of Hexzy VII, Kix of ExerAxp, 
and Q rEN of FRance; 
Who was firſt married in 15 14, to 


* 


"and pes A m _ to 
CHARLES Bu 4x DON Duke of Suffolk, 5 
She died in hie Life Time, 1533. 

At the Manor of WIS THOR p, in this County, 
and was interred in the ſame Year in the 
Monaſtery of St. Epuund's Bury, 
and was removed into this Church, 
after the Diſſolution of the AB BET. 


In St. Jameſs Church is à grand Organ, 
it was erected in 1760, chiefly by Subſcrip- 
tion... The Chancel, 2 Galleries, Pulpit and 


Reading - Deſk, are eminently neat. Againſt 


the Wall in the South Ifte are two elegant 
Monuments with Iron Paliſadoes, to the Me- 
mory of the Rt. bl. Jauss REVNol ps, Eſq; 


(late Chief Baron of his Maj Lajeſty's Court, of 


Exchequer) and Makx, his firſt Wife. He 
15 repreſented ſixting in his Robes of Juſ- 
tice; on each Side is a weeping Image, 

His Coat of Arms above; wich other e e. 
liſnments. On the Pedeſtal is the Inſcrip- 
tion, as follows. 


G ; Propter 
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? Propter jacet 
Præhonlis Fa. Reynuld s Arm: Capitalis Baro Scaccarij, 
Alter olim e Duumviris hujus Municipii & Proprætor. 
Qua facie fuerit, ut potuit, Sculptor indicavit; 
Animi Dotes, Probitatem, Candorem, Munificentiam, 
Doctrinam, Eloquium exarare, opus magis arduum, 
Heu corporis fragilitate vinci poſſe Ingenium ! 
Cum ſerviret ad legem, acerrima correptus Paralyſi, 
Fractis omnibus et ſolutis nervis, 
Mente, motu, vita aliquandiu, annum oculis carebat. 
Per tot tamen eluctatus Impedimenta, nk 
In eam Dignitatis Sedem, Populo plaudente aſcendit, 
Quam demum, vi morbi veteris oppreſſus, deſeruit ; 


Dein pede celeri ad Hanc quietiorem properavit. 


Conjugi priori Mar1z Ipſe a dextra monumentum, 
| Hoc Illi Are poſterior, vere pia, poſuit. 
Obijt 99. Feb: A. D. 17389. Etat: 539. 


In both Churches were formerly great 
Numbers of braſs Inſcriptions and Effigies, 
- which were ſcandalouſly torn off, and fold 
in 1644, for private Lucre by the Church- 
wardens, as appears by the Town Books.— 
Over the Churches and Chapels were ſix- 
teen Guilds, 


Tuxer Churches at the Diſſolution of 
the Abbey could not eſcape the Plunder of 
Ns ö the 
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the great Men who were in Authority under 


that godly Prince King Edward the VI. for 
they ſwept from the Altars of them about 


480l. worth of Plate, Sc. a great Part of 


which one Mr, Cay ſacrilegiouſly perverted 
to his own Uſe; the fatal Effects of which 
Spoil, his Family and Deſcendents, are ſaid 
to have had the ſad Experience of; ſo that 
for a long Time there was ſcarce any neceſ- 
fary Plate in either Church, 


Ar the Reformation there were five Hoſ- 
pitals, viz. S. Saviour's at North-gate, S. Pe- 
ters at Riſby-gate, S. John's at South-gate, S. 
and S. Nicholas at Eaſt-gate; 
one College, called Jeſus College in College- 
Street, (which 1s ſince converted into a Work. 
Houſe) it conſiſted of a Warden and ſix Aſſo- 
ciates; and the following Chapels, whoſe 
Names and Places are yet known, though the 


Buildings themſelves are long ago demoli- 


ſhed, as S. Mary's at Eaſt gate Bridge, ano- 
ther at West- gate, another at Ri/by-gate; and 
S. Michael's in the Infirmary; S. Andrew's in 
Cæmiterio fradtum; S. Jobn in the Hill, and 
8. John ad Fontem; S. Anne in Cryptis; S. 
Thomas near S. Saviour's; S. Lawrence in the 
Court-Yard; S: Gyles near the Nave of the 
Church; S. Petronilla without the Sautb-gate; 
S. Botolph within the South: gate- treet; S. Ed: 
mund, or Round Chapel in the Charch-Yard, 

G 3 and 
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and S. Denyſe —— beſides the Hermitage at 
TFe&-gate, and thirteen other Chapels, whoſe 


Places are not known, by Reaſon of the ma- 


ny Alterations Time, Fire, and other Acci— 
dents have made in the Town; fo that there 
have been above Forty Churches and Cha- 


pels in all, and moſt of them amply endow- 


ed, as appears from the Value of the Firſt- 
Fruits and Tenths, which afforded a Mainte- 
nance as well as an Employ for forty or fifry 
Clergymen, under a Dean and Archdeacon, 
who officiated in the ſeveral Churches, Cha- 
pels, Colleges and Hoſpitals. 


Having given the beſt Account we 
could collect concerning the Churches we 


Mall now give a ſhort Deſcri wr” of the o- 
ther remarkable Buildings. 


22ͤ ͤ K 


Of the Free Schoals, Church Gate, Halls, 
and other Buildings. 


T HE. FREE GRAMMAR School, founded 

by K. Edward VI. originally in the Eat. 
gate ſtreet, but being inconvenient there, it 
was removed into the North- gate: ſtreet, and 
re- built by Contributions; bor King Edward 
bears the Name of the Founder ſtill, his 


Buſt 


n 


Ruſt ſtands over the Door in the Front, and 


under his Arms at the upper End of the 
School are theſe Verſes: 


Epwarpus Sextus poſuit, Virtutis Alumnus, 
Gratis diſce Puer, Regia namque Schola eſt. 


It is free for all Town-born Children with 
Salaries for an upper and under Maſter ; ad- 
Joining to it is a genteel new-built Houſe, 
in which the upper Maſter reſides. 


HERE is alſo a ſettled Fund of 7ol. per An. 
beſides Collections and occaſional Gifts, for 
the Support of the Charity Schools in this 
Town; the limited Number is Forty. Boys 
at one, and Fifty Girls at two other Schools, 


who are all cloathed and inſtructed in the 
Engliſb Language. 


The ChuRcH GATE, a noble Gothic Struc- 
ture, formerly the Entrance to the Great 
Church of the Abbey, but ſince its Diſſolu- 
tion has been made Uſe of as a Steeple to 
8. James's Church; *tis very evident it way 
not firſt intended for that Purpoſe, by its 
Antiquity and Diſtance from the Body ot the 
Church For between them is the Wipowsg 
Corret-Hovse, 


In the Church-Yord is CLopron's Hos>r- 
TAL, 


. 
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TAL, a uniform and handſome Building, for 
the comfortable Support of ſix Men and 
fix Women, three of each out of each Pa- 
riſh; they muſt be Widowers and Widows, 
upwards of ſixty Years of Age; and none 
but ſuch as have lived with Reputation and 
paid Scot and Lot, are admitted. In the 
Front over the Door is the Donor's Arms; 
_ below them is this Inſcription on Mar- 

bw, 7 


In Hoxnortm DEI O. M. & REITUBLICæ Couuopun, 
Hoc TEON TOKOMEION Teſtamento ſuojuſſit Extrui, 
Et Fundo ſat ample in perpetuum Ditavit 
POLEY CLOPTON, M. P. 

Ut in hiſce Ædibus, prope acta, jam Ætate decursaque, 
Otio et Victu perfruantur Egeni Sexagenarii. 
AN NO SALUrIs Hu MAN, MDCC XXX. 


Oppoſite to the Hoſpital is the Houſe of 
the late Joux Farl of BRISToL; now the 
Property of the Hon. Mr. Fz.,roxn HERVEV. 


Near this Houſe is the Smirt-Hays, or 
Sefſiens Houſe, lately built, at which are held 
the Aſſizes for this County; It conſiſts of 
two convenient Courts tor the Trying of Fe- 
Jons and Cauſes. There are alſo two Grand 
Juries impannePd, viz. one for the Franchiſe, 
or Liberty of Bury S. Edmund's ; the other 

| for 
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for the Gildables, or what is commonly call'd 
* High Suffolk, being the other Diviſion of the 
County. 


. In the Street facing S. Fames's Steeple, 


*Z (from thence call'd Church-gate-ſtreet) is the 


Diſſenters MRETING-Housk, a modern- built 
Structure. In the Whiting-ſtreet is one for 
the Independents: And the Quakers have 
erected a very neat Meeting -Houſe in the 
Long Brakeland. 


The Gorty-HarL gives Name to the 
Street in which it ſtands; It is very ancient, 
but has lately been much improv'd, and in 
Part of it great Alterations are now making. 
The Town Seffions are held here, Corpo- 
ration Members choſe, Gc. 


AT the upper Side of the Market, and 
lower End of S. Andrew's Street, are the 
Wool Halls, where great Quantities of 


. Wool are yearly A's, for the Uſe of the 


ſtaple Trade of this County, being very con- 
fiderable, employing all the Poor in Comb- 
ing, Spinning, Sc. 


The MarxkEert-Cross is a ſpacious and 
lofty Building, adorn'd . a 3 and 
Cloct: K, from whence there is a beautiful 


Proſpect 


finiſhing which was in 1761. 


ſtrong Building, which has always been us'd 
and was doubtleſs originally delign'd ſolely 


Synagogue ; built of Flint and Free- ſtone. 


leſs Note, which for Brevity's Sake we ſhall 
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Proſpect of the Country round about; It 
was formerly intended to have had an Ex- 
change over the Cornſted, Shops for Tradeſ- 
men and a Tavern; but that Deſign did not 
take Effect. It is now converted i into 2 The- 


atre, us'donly during the great Fair by the 
Norwich Comedians. 


Oppoſite the Croſs in the ſame Square; 
ſtand the New ShAMnLESs, built of Free- 
Stone, and Columns ot the ſame : The pre- 
ſent Ea rl of Briſtol gave 400l. towards their 


Near the Shane is the Gaor, a very 


for that Purpoſe. 


On the Hog-Hill, or Beaſt-Market ſtands 
the Common BRIDEWELL, formerly a Jewiſb 


Beſides theſe here mention'd are others of 


omit, and inſert a Lift of the Benefactions 
given to chis Lown. 
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ACATALOGUE of the ſeveral Be- 


nefactors to this Town, with their Dona- 
tions as diſpos'd of by the Feoffees of the 
Guild Hall, the Alderman Fey Burgeſ- 


ſes, the Governors of the School-Hall, 
and Others. 


I. TOHN SMITH, Eſq; commonly called 
| Fankin Smith, Inhabitant of the Town 
in the Reign of K. Edward IV. gave ſeveral 
Lands in Bury, Barton, Rougham, Hepworth, 
and eliewhere, improv'd ſince to the yearly 
Value of 200 l. or thereabouts, for the cele- 
brating his Anniverſary ; and the Overplus 
for the Benefit of the Inhabitants. 


2. Mrs. MARGARET Op REHA, Widow, 
Inhabitant alſo of the Town in the Reign of 
the ſame King, gave divers Houſes & Lands 
in Bury and Ae here, for the Payment of 
Taxes — Taſks, and other Town Charges; 
and tor the Relicf of the Poor, and the Priſo- 
ners in the Gaol, and for divine Service to 
be ſaid to the Ae Priſoners. | 


3- And whereas in both theſe former Do- 
nations ſome Things were appointed to ſu- 
| perſtitious 
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perititious Uſes, Sir Nicholas Bacon, Knight, 
Lord Keeper of the Great Seal of England, 
Sir Clement Bagham, and Ambroſe Faris Kts 
and other Gentlemen of the Feoffment, were 
Means to procure a better Convenience of 
thoſe Houſes: and Lands, Which otherwiſe 
might have been loſt; and therefore They 
are alſo deſervedly commemorated amongſt 
our worthy Benefactors. 


4. Tuouas Babl Ev, Eſq; gave the Shire- 
Houje with a Piece of Ground thereto be- 
longi ing, for the Aſſizes and Seſſions to be 
kept t there ; ; and the remaining Profit thence 


ariſing, to be employ'd for the Benefit of the 
Inhabitants. 


5. JohN FaENZE gave the Land belong- 


ing to Spittle-Houſe in 1 the Rifby-gate-ftreet. 


6. ADpAMH Bewnave, 

7. WILLIAu FisE, 

8. ELIEN Fin 

9. JoHNn SALTER, 

10. CATHARINE Cace— All theſe gave 


ſeveral Lands for the Relief of the Poor in- 
habiting this Town. 


11. BaxTHOLOMEW BREACKSBY gave the 


Alms Houſes in Church Govel S a Te- 
nement in North-gate Street; and two Acres 
of Land in Riſoy-gate Field. 


12. Faaxcis Boilpzro, and 
Bt 12, Ro- 
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2 13. RobxRT Parker, gave the Alms- 
Z Houſes in the North-gate Street. 

14. WILLIAM BARNABY gave the Alms- 
Houſes in the College-Street. 


4 13. WM. TasstL, Eſq; gave the Angel, 
and ſome other ſmall Tenements and httle 
Pieces of Ground, partly towards the Main- 
tenance of the Miniſters, partly towards the 
Repairing of the Churches, and for the Eaſe 
of the Inhabitants. 


16. Truomas BROWZZ EZ, and 
17. TroMas BrRRISSsE, gave the 1 
Houſes in Garland Street, and Burman's Land. 


18. Ephuxp IERMVLx, Eſq, gave an An- 
nuity of 40l. per Aunnum, out of the Manor 
of 7 Torkſo in Linccln/zire, for the Relief of 
the Poor in this Town. 


19. Tromas Kitson, Kt. 
20. Francis BoLDERO, Gent. 
21. WM. MarkenT, Gent. and 
Joun Borpero, Gent — Gave each 
of them 40 l. for the Relief of the Poor, and 
for Stock to ſet them on Work. 


23. Mr. Tnomas BRIOHT the Elder, 
gave a Portion of Fythes, now worth about 
121, per Annum, going out of Brook-Hall,” 
manur'd in Foxhearth, in the County of Eſſex ;, 
tor the yearly Payment of 49s. for the Re- 
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52 The Deſcription 
lief of the Poor, 20s. to the Prifoners in 
the Gaol, and the Reſidue to be employ'd to 


ſuch good Uſes as the Feoffees ſhall * 
fit. 


He alſo gave 300 l. out of his Neher 
(which was as much as any one of his Chil- 
dren ſhould have) to continue in Stock for 
ever for the Relief of the Poor. It is em- 
ploy'd in Cloathing them, 3 


24, PETER KEMBALD gave 100 J. for 
Land to be purchaſed, and the Profit there- 
of to be to the Poor of the Eaſt and N pres 3 
Wards, 


25. Mr. Joun G1nss, ſometime Alder- 
man of this Town, gave 201, for a Stock 
to ſet the Poor on Work. 


26 RIcHARD WAEIR, Gent, ſometime 
3 here, gave 20 l. for a Stock to be 

mploy'd to the yearly Behoof of the Poor: 
Al, he gave a Houſe in the Church-gate- 
Street to the Ule of the Poor. 


e 


. 


27, Mr. Francis PNNER, junr. gave 
20 l. to remain in Stock towards the Main. 
tenance of the Market Lecture, 


| 1 28, Mr. SrREPHEN ASHIVELL, Who was 
one of the chief Burgeſſes of this Town, gave 
* 200 l. to remain in Stock for the Poor, for 
eyer ; the yearly Profits whereof to be em- 

ploy'd ; 
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ploy'd in Cloathing the Poor. He alſo gave 
the Alms-Houſes in the South-gate Street for 
ſix poor Men to dwell in, each paying 12 d, 
yearly Rent, which together with the yearly 
Rent of an Orchard by him likewiſe given 
is to be employ'd towards the Repairing of 
the faid Alms Houſes. 


29, Mr. BAxrEx gave an Acre of Land 
in Spinton Mill-Field, towards keeping the 
Library in Repair. 

30. Mr. Twomas BRIOEHr, eldeſt Son of 
the betore-mention'd Thomas Bright, & ſome- 
time Alderman of this Borough, did 'give 
his Houſes in the Neat-Market, to the In- 
tent that out of the Rents thereof 5 l. ſhould 
be yearly laid out for putting forth four poor 
Children, which ſhall be in S. Mary's Pa- 
riſh, and taken out of the Work-Houſe or 
Houſe of Correction; and 40s. yearly to- 
wards the Repairing of the 2 Churches; and 
205. yearly for the Relief of the poor Priſo- 
ners in the common Gaol. 


31. Mr. Wu. Dzevnes of Barrow, gave 
12s. 4d. to be paid yearly in May, to the 
poor impotent People of the Spiitle-Howſe. 


32. Mr. Pzrzx Line, who was one of hk 
the Burgeſſes of this Corporation, gave 


two Houſes in the Short Brakeland of the 
yearly Value of 401. for the Cloathing of 
the Poor in S. Mary's Pariſh, 

33. Sir 
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33. Sir EpWARD Darsy, Bart. gave 
300 l. for the purchaſing Lands to the year- 
ly Value of 171. 6s. 8 d. to be employ'd 
for the Catechizing once every Fortnight of 
the poor People in S. Fames's Pariſh, 13 8. 
& 4 d. being allowed For every Catechize, 
whercof ten Groats ſhall be to the Miniſter, 
and the other 10 8. ſhall! be for 70 Loaves of 
Wheat Bread; _ five to be to as many 
poor People as were Catechized. The re- 


maining five Loaves for the Clark and Scx- 
ton. 


34. Mr. John Share formerly of this 


Town, gave the Profits of two hunrded 


Pounds for the yearly Payment of the poor 
Priſoners of the Town Gaol, 208. For the 
poor Priſoners of the County Gaol, 20s. To 
the People of the Bridewell 10 8. and the 
Overplus of. the Profits he Willed to be year- 
ly diſtributed amongſt the Poor of the Eaſt 
and North Wards of this Town. 


35. The Lady Errs0v gave out of the 
Manor and Lands of Lackfo A an Annuity or 
Rent Charge of 10 l. per Aunuis, for the Re- 


Hicf of ancient impotent Pe le with Food, 
Fe g, Cloathing, or otherwilg. 


36. The Lady Cary, Daughter of the 
firſt-nan'd Themas Bright, g gave 1901. for the 
purchaſing Lands to the yea Value of g l. 
to be equaliy diſcributed eve. Year between 


five 


DES IR 


- 


| 
» 


= 
7 
A 
x | 
Wo 


- * 


— 1 „ 
o CCWGGW n B= Og i F OL 
- 


uw wad hows dd Wa 


OF i ED IO 28 


e 


F 


rc 
4 : . L | 


r 


n 


S 


of BURY. 55 


five poor Widows. With this 1001. the 
Feoffees purchaſed Lands of the yearly Va- 
lue of fix Pounds; wherewith fix poor Wi- 
dows are yearly relieved with 20 s. a-Piece. 


Mr. EnwarD Br aone, ſometime Al- 
derman of this Borough, gave 20 l. Stock to 
ſet the poor People on W ork. He alſo gave 
one copy -hold Cloſe of Ground of about eight 
Acres lying at Hepworth, for the yearly Bind- 
ing four Boy ys Apprentice, two out of each 
Pariſh, to honeſt and able Tradeſmen. 


38. Faancis Pixnza, ſometime Alder- 
man of this Town, gave a Tenement in the 
Whiting Street to es Uics, 


29. Joux Hitt, Gent. ſometime Alder- 
man, one of the Aſſiſtants of this Corporation, 
gave a certain Houſe in the Ve- gate Street, 
near the Horſe-Markst, for the Habitation of 
four poor aged Widows every one of them 
Paying yearly, 2 . 8d. towards Reparations: 

40. ANTHONY SMITH, Gent. ſometime 
Alderman of this Borough, gave a Tene- 
ment in the Neat Market for the yearly cloath- 
ing of twelve of the moſt aged Poor of this 
Town; that is to ſay, three Men and three 
Women in each Pariſh. 

41. Mr. Conga gave 100 l. for — 2rcha- 
ſing free-hold Lands within four Miles of 

$118 5 Town, and Willed that ſuch Land Rents 


mould 
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56 The. Deſcription 

ſhould yearly be equally diſtributed amongſt 
five poor old Widows of this Town, to be 
choſen by the Truſtees of the Guild Hall 
Feoffment. And there is Free- hold Lands 
purchaſed accordingly. 


Note. ALL Monies heretofore men- 
tion'd are laid out in purchaſing Lands. 


Here end the Guild Hall Feoffments. 


42 RING JAMES THE FIRST, of 
bleſſed Memory, in the fourth Year of his 
Reign in England, Incorporated this Town, 
and granted it divers Privileges. In the 6th 
Year of his Reign his Mlajeſty gave the Re- 
verſion of the Gaol with the Office of Gaoler 
belonging to the Liberty of Bury; alſo the 
Toll Houſe in preſent Poſſeſnon. Afterwards 
in the twelfth Year of his Reign, his gracious 
Majeſty was further pleaſed to give the Chur- 
ches with the Bells, Libraries, and all other 
Things thereto belonging, and the Rectories, 
Oblations and Profits of the ſame Churches 
not formerly granted; and very much en- 
large the Liberties of this Corporation, for 
the better Government of this Town. And 
his Majeſty did then alſo grant and confirm 
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of BURY. 57 
unto the Feoffees of this Town all Lands 


and Poſſeſſions aforetime given by the for- 
mer Benefactors: which was not the leaſt 
Part of his princely Favour. 


43. Sir RokERT DRUxv, of Hawſted, Kt. 


upon the Sale of the Leaſe of his Annuities, 


on Barns, Tythes, Fairs and Markets of this 
Town did give unto the Purchaſers thereof 
100 1. to remain in Stock for a yearly Provi- 
fion of Firing for the Poor. 

The ſame Sir Robert Drury founded an 
Alms-Houſe at a Place calld Hardwick, for 
ſix poor Women unmarned, with a yearly 
Revenue of 51. for every one of the ſaid poor 
Women, whereof two are to be taken out 
of this Town. | 


44. J. None, Eſq; one of the [Aſſiſtants 
of this Town, gave 100 l. towards purcha- 


ſing the Leaſe of Sir Robert Drury; to which 
many other Inhabitants alſo contributed. 


45. Mr. Wu. CRroPLEy, formerly one of 
the chief Burgeſſes of this Town, gave an 
Annuity of 5 1. 4. out of the North-Eaſt 
Corner Houſe between the Coot-Row and 
Hatter- Street, to be paid quarterly to two poor 
and aged Widows of decayed Tradeſmen, 


one to be of S. James's Pariſh, the other of 
St. Mary's 


Here end the Corporation Feoffments. 


1 46. KING 


— — — 


—ͤ——U—̊— —— ũ 


2 = —_ A — 9 = = 3 = 
wa — 2 
4 2 1. N . * * 2 * — * — 
- _ —Ü—Ü—Ü— — — 2 

2 — = 

—_ Az Cee. 4 Ad * — 2 2 2 - 
——— • ͤwPrw-—— —— eee. — ES — — — — = - — — — — — — — > 

_ — — — 2 
. 
* 


— — — ——ññ — — 


of = ; — \ YEE _ Ms on _ 
. k fr N VP = I - * 4 * — 
; — — P2220 val - TUEEnam , a 


— — — kt 
o 


38 The Deſcription 


46. KING EDWARD the VI. of bleſ- 
fed Memory, founded the Free Grammar 
School, and endow'd it with Lands which have 
ſince been improved to near 200 Marks per 
Annum. And did allo give 2001. towards 


the finiſhing of S. James's Church. 


47. Joan Supsury, D. D. aud Dean of 
Durham, gave certain Lands in Hepworth to 
the Intent that 201. of the Profits thereof 
ſhall yearly be laid out in binding three or 
more poor Children as Apprentices to ſome 
good Trade, and the Overplus of the ſaid 
yearly Profits are to be for the Benefit of the 
Free Grammar School. 


Here end the School Hall Feoffments. 


48. HoLortrnes ALLEN, of Barrow, at 
the Requeſt of his Daughter Frances, the 
Wife of Edmund Friend, did give a Rent- 
Charge of 20 l. per Annum, out of his two 
Houtes in Riſby-oate Street; and his other 
Lands in Bury to be diſtributed yearly a- 
mongſt the aged, impotent, and honeſt, nee- 
dy poor People inhabiting the North Side 
of the ſaid Street, with this Caveat—That 
no Baſtard, or Perſon vehemently ſuſpected 
of Incontinency ſhall be Partaker of that cha- 
ritable Gift. 

The. 
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The ſame Holofernes Allen did alſo give a- 
nother Rent-Charge of 201. per Annum, out 
of Henry Paman's Lands in Chevington, called 
Seburg's, to be diſtributed yearly amongſt the 
aged, impotent, honeſt, needy People inhabi- 
ting the North Side of the ſaid Riſcy-gate 
Street, with the like Cautions as before. 


49. WILLIAM LANSDALE, a Dyer in this 
Town, gave the great Bell in St. Mary's 
Church, 


50. Joh Paxs Er gave the Bell- Meadow 


for the conſtant ringing of the ſame great 


Bell every Morning at Four o' Clock, and 
every Night in Winter at Eight, and in Sum- 
mer at Nine of the Clock. 


51. Mrs. AcATHA BoROWwD ALR gave out 
of the South-Weſt Corner Houſe in Crown 
Street, a Rent-Charge of 10 l. per Annum, for 
the Poor of S. Mary's Pariſh.. 


52. The Counteſs of Rivers gave a Rent- 
Charge or Annuity out of the Lands in Forn- 
ham All-ſaints, of 8 1. per An. for the Main- 
tenance of a Sermon to be preach'd at Bury 
four Times every Year. 


53. The fore-nam'd Mr. Edward Bourne 
gave three Tenements without the Veſt Gate, 
to the Intent that two honeit poor Widows, 
aged at leaſt 350 Years, ſhould dwell Rent- 

| . free 
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free in thoſe two Houſes which open into the 
South; and the Third which opens into the 
Eaſt, ſhall be lett by the ſaid two Widows 
to their only Uſe and Benefit, they the ſaid 
two Widows keeping the three Tenements 
in good and ſufficient Repair. And he did 
alſo -give to the faid poor Widows which 
mall dwell in the ſaid two Tenements, one 
Chaldron of Coals or one Load of Wood, 


to be delivered to them yearly on or before 
the 8th Day of September. 


584. Mr. JAspER SRP, ſometime Juſtice, 
and Aſſiſtant of this Corporation, gave 300 l. 
to be employ'd for Catechizing poor People 
of S. Mary's Pariſh once every Fortnight, ac- 
cording to the Diſtribution of Money and 
Bread appointed by Mr. Edward Darby be- 
fore named for Catechizing poor People in 
8. Fames's Pariſh. 

55. Joan CLakk, Eſq; gave a Rent- 
Charge of 111. a-year to be annually paid 
upon the 5th Day of November to twenty 
poor Widows Inhabitants of Bury, viz. ten 
of the Pariſh of S. James, and ten of the Pa- 
riſn of S. Mary, to be paid out of an Inn call'd 
the Three Cranes, in the Guild-Hall Street, to 
continue for ever. Diſpoſed by his Succeſſor. 


656. Mrs. Dok oruvY CaLTHROPE, a Mai- 
den Lady, by her laſt Will gave to this 
| Town, 
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Town, in Conſideration that 'ſhe formerly 
lived here, the Sum of 500 l. to be put out 
to Uſe, or laid out in a Purchaſe, and the 
Product thercof to be employ'd to bind out 
every Year to handycraft Trades poor Boys 
whote Parents are not able to do it for them, 
And that the Alderman for the Time being, 
and the two Miniſters of Bury ſhould ſee to 
the faithful and careful Performance of her 
ſaid Will. Which faid 500 l. did fall ſhort 
by Reaſon of Lois in her Eſtate, and by bad 
Debts owing to the fame 


57. WM. GRANGER gave out of a Tene- 
ment, and Orchard, and Piece of Meadow, 
one Annuity, or Rent-Charge of 50s. per 
Annum, to be paid to two aged Men born in 
this Town, and living in S. Mary's Pariſh, 
and one poor aged Woman born alſo in this 
Town and living in S. James's Pariſh ; that 
is to ſay, to the two Men 20 8. a- piece, and 
to the Woman 108. to be yearly choſen by 
the Truftees in his Will named: Which 
ſaid Tenement and Premiſſes he in Bradfeld 
S. Clare. 


58. Jonn Surrox, of Staple-Tan, London, 
Gent. did by his laſt Will dated uh, 1696, 
give out of his Eftate in Brocz{ey in Suffolk, 
and elſewhere, one Annuity, or Rent-Charge 
ot 201. per Auuum, to one of his Siſters; and 

one 
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62 The Deſcription 


one other Annuity or yearly Rent-Charge of 


121. per Annum to another of his Siſters to 
be paid quarterly: And did will and require 
that after the Deceaſe of either of his Siſters, 


the like Annuity or yearly Sums of Money 


to them given ſhall be duly and conſtantly 
paid for ever to Truſtees in his Will na- 
med, to be applied for and towards the 
Maintenance and Relief of fix poor, religi- 
ous, ſober, well-inclined Men of the Town 
of Bury, (where he was born) who are fallen 
into Decay and Poverty by Age or any com- 
mon and unavoidable Calamity, and not by 
Idleneſs, Debauchery, or other Extravagan- 


cies, which ſaid poor Men ſhall be nominated 
and choſen by the ſaid Truſtees, or Major 


Part of them for the Time being ; and as 
any of the ſaid poor Men ſhall depart this 


I the Number of ſix ſhall be filled up by 


the Nominations of the ſaid Truſtees ; each 


of the poor Men to have a yearly Portion 


or Allowance of four Pounds, to be paid them 
8 by even and equal Portions on the 
four uſual Feaſts, and to have a Cloth Gown 
of dark grey, or tome other grave Colour, 
with an Edge of Cloth or Liſt in every Seam, 
and a ſmall! Cape fac'd with green. And 
further, by the ſame Will immediately after 
the Death of his Wife, and the Death of his 
Nephew Thomas Sutton without Iſſue Male, 

or 
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or after the Death of ſuch Iſſue Male, he 
doth give a Meſſuage, Tenement, or Inn, 
called the Chequer, in the Pariſh of St. An- 
drew's Holborn, in London; and all his Lands 
and Tenements in the County of Suffolk to 
charitable uſes ; the greateſt Part of which 
were for the Benefit of this Town. 


59. Mr. EpmunD BrrcuT gave out of 
his Houſe in Cook-Row, a Rent-Charge of 
41. per Annum, to be paid to the Miniſters, 
Church-Wardens, and Overſeers of the Poor 
of the Pariſh of S. Mary's, the firſt Forty 
Shillings thereof upon Eafter Eve, and the 
other 40 8. upon Chriſtmas Eve in every Tear 
for ever, and by them to be diſtributed gs 
followeth; 3 1. thereof to thirty poor, impo- 
tent and aged People living in the Alms- 
Houſes near r Farnegoes 1 in the ſaid Pariſh, and 


the remaining 20 8. to ſuch other infirm Peo- 
ple inhabiting the ſame Pariſh, at the Diſ- 


cretion of the ſaid Miniſters, Church-War- 
dens and Overſcers. 


60. Extract from the Will of Rocrs 


KzrinGToON, of Rougham, Eſq; 


« I direct 2001. to be laid out by my 
Executors in purchaſing Freehold Lands or 
Tenements to be veſted in ſuch Perions and 
their Heirs as my Executors ſhall nominate 


upon Truſt to receive the Profits, to be ap- 
plied 
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pied to the binding out poor Children Ap- 
prentice in the Manner following, viz. One 
poor Male Child born in the Pariſh of Roug- 
ham, at the End of two Years after my. 
Death, and one other poor Male Child born 
in the Pariſh of S. Mary's, Bury, at the End 
of then ext two Years following, and ſo alter- 
ms Vicibus, at the End of two Years ſucceſ- 
fively for ever, to5 bind out ſuch Boys to 
ſome honeſt Trade or Employment. And 


my Will is, that the Owner or Owners of 


Rougham Hall ſhall always be Truſtees with 
Others to ſee this Part of my Will duly per- 
form'd, and he or they ſhall always nomi- 
nate ſuch Boys both in Bury and Rougham, 
to be put out according to this my Direction: 
And my Will is, That my Executors ſhall 
pay Intereſt for the 200 1. at the yearly Rate 
of 41. per Cent. until the Purchaſe can be 
made, to be employed as the Rents of the 
Lands are to be. Dated the 19th of Decem- 
ber, 1702. He died May the 4th, 1703. 


61. Jos EDR WII D, Eſq; Serjeant at 


Law, and ſometime Recorder of this Town, 


gave 200 l. towards the re- building of St. 
Fames's Chancel. 


62. The Right Honourable Joun Lord 
Harxvzy gave 5001. towards the diſchar- 
ging the Debts of this Corporation. 


The 
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HE Town-1s at preſent governed by an 4 
+ Alderman, who is chief Magiitrate,a ü 
Recorder, 12 capital Burgeſſes, and 24 com- 2 
mon Burgeſſes; and ends two Members to 
Parliament, the preſent of which are, The J 
Hon. Col. Charles Fitzroy, and the Hon. Au- 1 


guſtus J. Hervey. 1 


It has two plentiful weekly Markets on 
Wedneſdays and Saturdays, the former of 
which is much the largeſt; and three annual 
Fairs; one three Days before and three Days 
after the Feaſt of St. Matthew; and it is ge- 
nerally protracted to an uncertain Length, for 
the Diverſion of the Nobility and Gentry that 
reſort to it in great Numbers. 


We ſhall conclude our Deſcription with 
giving an Account of that remakable piece 
of Villany agreed on by Coke and Hoodbourne.; 
and then proceed to the Coaches, &c. 


In the Path-way between the two Churches 
it was that Arundel Coke, a Barriſter at Law, 
in the Year 1721, attempted (with the aſſiſt- 
ance of one Vocdbourue, a barbarous Aſſaſ- 
ſin) an unheard of Outrage on his Brother-1n- 
law, Edward Criſpe, Eſq ; for the fake of poſ- 

K ſeſſing 


. n 


== 
656 APPENDIX. 
feffing what he had. He invited him, his 
1 Wite and Family, to Supper with him and 
in the Night, on Pretence of going to ſee a 
N Friend to — both, he led him into the 
1 f Church- yard, when, on a Signal he gave, the 
Aſſaſſin made at Mr. Criſp with an Hedge - 
_ bill, and in a moſt terrible manner mangled 
| his Head and Face; and, ſuppoſing him 
8 ead, there left him; and Coke returned, as if 


e knew nothing of the Matter, to the Com- 
pany. But it happening that Mr. Criſp was 
not killed, and coming back to Coke's Houſe 
to the Company all bloody, and cruelly 
mangled, the ſhocking Sight amazed and con- 
Wunded them all; Coke, that he was not 
dead; the reſt, that hi had met with ſo ſtrange 
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An account of the Coaches, &c. with their 
Stages to and from BURY, Se. 


The 


LA 
| N a Diſaſter. Mr. Grifp furvived this Outrage 
many Years, and Coke and Woodbourne the 

| hired Aſſaſſin, were juſtly executed for a Vil- 
| lany fo deteſtable, that it hardly had its Paral- 

& tel in former or ſuececding Times.” 
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* FF Ne Diſtance of the Market or Poſt Towns, 
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Account of the Coaches, E c. 67 


The Diſtances of the ſeveral Market of 
Poſt Towns. 


From Bury to Newmarket, 14 Poſt Miles. 


to Cambridge, 27 
ta Stoaumartet, 14 — 
—b — 0 Needbam, 1 
— — v0 2 27 kk(k(üł⸗Bä 
— xworth, 5277 — 
 —— to Bote/dals, 19 — 
. - —__—__. 0 Thetford, 12äkwꝛyͤüꝛyↄ 
w——— to Mildenball, 11̃äxͥ⁴¹ẽ 
to Sudbary, 16 —— 
to Lavenham, 10 — 
to Hadleigh, 20 
to Hourrbill, 17 


Coaches and Stages to London, Norwich, dec. 


C. from the Angel Inn, every Monday Wedneſday & 
Friday to Green Dragon, and Bull Inns, Biſhop- 
— hath London, carry four Inſide Paſſengers at 

15 8. each; returns 2 Thurſdays and Sa- 
turdays. 

C: from the Greyhound in the Butter- Market, to dit. 
on Tueſdays, "Thurſdays and Saturdays ; returns' 
Mondays, Wedneſdays and Fridays, to carry fix 

TE Inſides, at 128. each. 

C. from the Greyhound aforeſaid, to the Bear Inn at 
' Yarmouth, on Tueſdays, Thurſdays and Saturdays; 
returns on Mondays, Wedneſdays and Fridays, in 
Summer : In the Winter Seaſon only twice a Week, 
viz. from Bury on Tueſday and Saturday ; returns 
Monday and Friday. Six Iniides ; Fare, 10 $.—' 
Diſtance, 68 Miles. 

C. from the Angel in Norwich, to Swan with 2 Necks 
Lad-Lane, London, in one Day, Summer Seaſon, 
every Tueſday, Thurſday aud Saturday; returns 
on Monday Wedneſday and Friday ; breakfaſts at 

| e 
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Dun, i; Winter" Seaſon, in a Day and half; | 

Sbaches meet and lie at Bury; to carry 6 Infide 

Fenger Fare from Norchich to Tonadus, 25 "ks: 

_ Bury, aud from thence to Londen as-aboye. 
S. fem W. Huggins's in 8. Michael's at Plea, Nerz 


| "Dax and half; Sets out from Norwich on Mondeyy 


est Day to Cambridge; retuins to Hury on Wüd- 


Street, o Ipswick, every Lueſday, return the 


to the White Horſe in Bury”; ty 25 three W 
at 7 . each; retürns n Wedneſdaye. N 
k Getitect Poft-Chaifes fo be bad at moſt of the”; 
Inns A +: ; 8 
. from the 9 in \Riſby-gate Seeed, to 
„Londen, by ay of Nermartetsgery Wedneſday 
< "and Saturday ; returns every Tueſday and Fi 1 7 
8 and 25/5 Caravan, from che Saracen's Head 


"ry. Wedneiday Morning; fromthence for Pal, grave 


London. .enery Saturday Night, 


Bi Vx returns on Thurſday to Bury, EE 26 in *W 


3 1 * 55 Ae ofthe Gebe, . 
te Half Moon 3 in Nury, "Fax up; dines ag; N 


_ coming down: Fare from Norwich -to London 9 
- 24-35: from Norwich to Bury 105. from Bury to i 
i 


ES Ableh, to the Red Lion, Pettycury, Cambriage, in | 


to; pe at the White-Horſs” 3 iv Bury that Evening 5 4 | 5 


- eſtas” Hes there, ant ſets out for Ne#qvich on 
. * Faſſengem * Cambridge, 108. 4 
t Bury, 05. 1 


bene from Mit Rewe os: the North gate 


following Day: Inſidęs 55. dütfides 28 Gd. 4 | 
kat from the Red Hart Cambridge, on Taeklays |; | | 


on Snowddiil, London, at the 6 Bells in Bury eve+. 2 ; 
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Norwich, Every Tueſday by Way of Beteſdgle, and 4 
„Saturday by GaPthurp Gate, to the Star i the Mar- 4 
| Þ <5 Norawich Fay e and Saturda ng * bt 
Soar 4 ws" 
| 2 a . * 5 3 x . 8 «4 "2+ | 
1 > . #1 : *p. EY 1 
2 * 1 * 7 . 3% 4 1 -"2 
2 8 LIES + > } - > 7 | ; ; 
* . 24 * . 3 | 4 2 
111 ͤĩ ˙ AA COT 2 


"= 


